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almighty & eternal god,  

so draw our hearts to you, 

so guide our minds, 

so fill our imaginations, 

so control our wills, 

that we may be wholly yours, 

utterly dedicated unto you, 

and then use us, we pray,  

as you will, and always  

to your glory and the  

welfare of your people,  

through our lord and  

savior jesus christ. 

amen.



the vision of the church as an embassy 
of god’s kingdom has captured our imagination.  

our desire has been that god would form us  
as a community that announces, embodies,  
and demonstrates the reality that jesus 
has brought near the reign and rule of god.  

our hope has been that cotc would become a gospel-
proclaiming institution in and for northeast austin, 
the city, and the world, for generations to come. 

by god’s grace, this fall we have an 
opportunity to move forward toward  
our desire and hope with your help.



the opportunity
god’s provision of 8140 exchange dr. as a long term home  
is a significant step that opens up new possibilities and grants 
us stability for the future. we are setting aside this season  
to learn, pray, and discern how we collectively and personally 
are called to participate in this step forward. 

living out our values
celebration
This property provides us with space to inhabit more fully in our worship, celebrating God’s goodness. 
The initiative itself presents us with the opportunity to celebrate God’s goodness through our own 
contributions and generosity. 

consolation
We are embodied creatures, we need shelter and we are shaped by the spaces we inhabit. Having a long-
term ministry center, a safe place of welcome and community, allows us to practice hospitality and care 
for one another and our neighbors. We dream about how children might further experience this physical 
location as a place of encouragement, fun, and rest.  

transformation
We look forward to this space being marked by rhythms of prayer and learning as we keep company 
with Jesus. The various spaces in the current building provide room for The Garden as well as catechism 
and youth gatherings.The possibilities with the adjacent undeveloped lots are extensive. 

participation 

This property provides us with the opportunity to continue our participation in God’s renewal of all 
things in a localized and tangible way. There is tremendous opportunity to use this space to invite our 
neighbors and others to encounter Jesus. As this initiative puts COTC in a solid financial position for 
years to come there is greater opportunity for us to extend ourselves in mission. 



october 2
thanksgiving
During this week a team of COTCers will be making calls to pray with and for each of us  
with regard to this initiative and season in general.

october 9
prayer 
Our Bishop, Todd Hunter, will join us for worship this Sunday, sharing his perspective on the 
initiative and praying for the use of the property to God’s glory.

october 16
blessing 
On this Sunday our focus will be God’s call upon and equipping of the church, including COTC,  
to be a blessing to others in the name of Jesus.

october 22
parish retreat
Our retreat this year will involve learning about and considering God’s call upon us  
in 8140 Exchange Dr. and this part of the city more generally.

october 23
faith 
Our focus this week will be upon our faith-filled response to the grace of God, asking  
“Heavenly Father, how are you inviting me to participate in your work and kingdom?”

october 30
sacrifice
Following worship we will host a special “Lunch & Learn” that will include a presentation  
regarding our dreams and vision for this initiative and opportunity for further Q&A.

november 6  
all saints day 

commitment & celebration 
During worship, in addition to baptisms we’ll have the opportunity to make giving commitments  
over the coming three years toward this initiative. Following worship we’ll celebrate with a party. 

a call to participate
No building or property makes the church. For that thanks be to God. But as an embodied people, 
who worship a God who took on flesh, we do see the value and importance of physical space. The 
opportunities for worship, mission, and formation are remarkable with the building and adjacent lots 
we have purchased.  Our sacrificial investment in what God is doing at Church of the Cross will 
contribute to the financial strength of the church moving forward, allowing us to be nimble and 
creative in response to opportunities and need and help to make the building more conducive for 
liturgical worship, hospitality, and community. 

Over the coming weeks our concrete ask is that you would make this your prayer,  “Heavenly Father, 
how are you inviting me to participate?”  As we make this petition before God, I am confident that  
He will speak to and direct us clearly. Beyond prayer, listening, and responding to the Lord, I ask if  
you would make every effort to engage with us in this season. We will be communicating further detail 
in the days and weeks ahead. 
													                          In Christ, Peter 	

for questions or to learn more 

the rev. peter coelho  
512.790.3805   •  thanksbetogod@cotcaustin.org
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